Abstract: We describe an 8-year girl with atlanto-axial rotatory fixation (AARF) caused accidentally after pharyngeal flap plasty under general anesthesia. On the third postoperative day, she had torticollis without neurologic damage and complained of neck pain when she rotated her head. AARF was diagnosed on the basis of the computed tomographic findings. Glisson traction with 1.5 kilograms of weight for 2 weeks reduced the dislocation, but further treatment was reguired. The deformity was corrected by manipulation under general anesthesia and the patient's head and neck were immoblilized in a Minerva jacket for 6 weeks. A cervical collar was used subsequently in an attempt to maintain normal spinal alignment, and the reduction remained.
